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e-Opening America or Ohio is a hot topic these days.
This is signaling that our economic and social organizations were closed for business and can now begin to re-open
for business. But the Church is different from an organization.
She is a living organism birthed by the Holy Spirit. As we, the
Church, look to go back into our facilities of worship, we are
not opening up the Church! The Church was NEVER closed!
Through these last 2 months there have been so many innovative and creative expressions of worship,
discipleship, and service to neighbors and community to remind us that the Church has remained open!

Therefore when our churches resume normal assembly, we
will be Re-Gathering! We are Re-Gathering to see the faces of
family, friends, loved ones, church staff and leaders. And we
are Re-Gathering to be a witness to the peace, salvation and
hope of Jesus!
This document is designed to help you and your leadership
think through how you can Re-Gather in a way that honors our
Lord Jesus and seeks to offer your congregation a reasonably
safe worship experience. Included is a general guideline; a
sample template that considers key planning points to create
safe, healthy worship experiences; and some creative ideas for
worship.
Moving Together to Serve our Lord!
Rev. Dr. Esther Cottrell
State Pastor & Director of Ministries
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First, you need to review the timeline or phases of the return.
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Sample Template for Re-Gathering

Initial Phase:
1

Intermediary Phase:
1

Children’s Phase:

Final Phase/Standard Services:
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Initial Phase:

1

6

Intermediary Phase:
1

Children’s Phase:

Final Phase/Standard Services:
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Your First Weeks
The first few Sundays will be exciting and filled with uncertainty. We are fully aware
that many of you have begun to plan how to Re-Gather. Some may want to belatedly
observe Palm Sunday, Easter and maybe Mother’s Day. And perhaps some of you will
decide to Re-Gather on May 31st to celebrate “Pentecost”!
There are many examples in the Bible and Church History where our leaders of the past “mark” or
“observed” their victories and losses prior to moving on! Below are some suggestions we offer you
and your congregations to help you mark these first Sundays with purpose and meaning:
ay of Remembrance - Design a service or dedicate a portion of your service to remembering
those loved ones and family and friends who died during our time of separation. Many in
the congregation have not been afforded opportunity to grieve their losses in the midst of the People of God. This service will help everyone to pause and honor those who have passed.

D

ay of Celebration - Over these last months, many special occasions have been missed: birthdays, graduations, work-related accomplishments, weddings, anniversaries, etc. These special days and accomplishments should be observed and celebrated. Be creative and respect the
rules of not violating someone’s bubble (space) if they aren’t wearing gloves and mask. Remember
we have to change our old behaviors, so the normal Cake and Ice Cream or Punch Reception must
be well thought out!
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ay of Thanksgiving - Everyone who enters the doors of the Church are Victors. Through
changed behaviors and practices or the grace of God, they are alive! As with in the Old Testament and practiced today among the Jewish Culture, we have experienced Passed Over. This
event must never be forgotten! Design a service of being both thankful and grateful for the mercies of God upon each person who gathers at the church. Though we mourn the lost, we have been
spared! Celebrate!

D

ay of Service - The majority of us who were not able to be present in our places of worship,
had to abandon those communities! Our empty buildings and those who make up your assembly were MIA or missing in action when it came to ministering in your community among your
neighbors. Many of your neighbors missed your acts of kindness and the services you offered
them. What better way to show that you are a community church than to use a Sunday to Love On
Your Neighbors? In the past, many churches have dedicated a Sunday services to doing services
projects. We encourage you to show your relevancy to your community with a day dedicated to be
the Hands and Feet of Jesus, serving as a testimony of hope and glorifying your heavenly Father!
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Questions about COVID-19?
Coronavirus.ohio.gov
April 14, 2020 | ODH
Coronavirus.ohio.gov is the State of Ohio's source for updated, accurate information to help you
prepare for and protect against coronavirus disease 2019, COVID-19 .
Ohio Department of Health call center is ready to answer your questions about COVID-19
1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634)
Staffed from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. each day
If you have questions about how to protect yourself and prepare for COVID-19 in your community, the Ohio Department of Health (OHD) can provide answers.
The ODH coronavirus disease 2019 call center can be reached at 1-833-4-ASK-ODH. ODH staffers
operate the center seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, including weekends.

Call center staff includes licensed nurses and infectious disease experts. They are available to
answer questions and provide accurate information about COVID-19, the risk to the public, and
the state’s response.
Remember that the best thing you can do in the face of COVID-19 is to take precautions to protect yourself, your family, and your community:


Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds; dry hands with a clean towel
or air dry hands.



Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer when soap and water are unavailable.



Cover your mouth with a tissue or sleeve when sneezing or coughing.



Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.



Stay home when you are sick.



Avoid contact with people who are sick.



Clean “high-touch” surfaces daily. These include counters, tabletops, doorknobs, light
switches, bathroom fixtures, toilets, phones, keyboards, desks, and tablets.
Find additional information at coronavirus.ohio.gov.
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Additional Resources
● Responsible Restart Ohio

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/responsible-restart-ohio

● Opening Up America Again, three-phased government guidelines
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica

● 24 Questions Your Church Should Answer Before People Return, by Ken Braddy
https://kenbraddy.com/2020/04/18/20

● Ed Stetzer re: Relaunching the Church

https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/april/what-relaunching-church-might- look-like-over-next-312month.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0lasj6w6dg0x7i9/Relaunching%20the%20Church- FInal%20Edit%20%28JL%29.pptx?
dl=0&fbclid=IwAR3- cdMB92By0o70_MWjb0Kph7DzaUPWCgcWOi71wb0x-Ve269MGvOtlerM

● Pastor, Physician: Welcome Public To Coronavirus Conversations: Jes Smith is a doctor based in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, Josh Deeter serves as senior pastor for First Church of God in Tallmadge, Ohio.
https://www.jesusisthesubject.org/pastor-physician-welcome-public-to-coronavirus-conversations/

● Brotherhood Mutual Resources

https://www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/safety-library/risk-management- articles/disasters-emergencies-andhealth/general-health-and-injury- prevention/coronavirus-reopen-clean/
https://www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/safety-library/risk-management- articles/disasters-emergencies-andhealth/general-health-and-injury- prevention/coronavirus-reopening-facility-prep/
https://www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/safety-library/risk-management- articles/disasters-emergencies-andhealth/general-health-and-injury- prevention/coronavirus-infectious-disease-plan/
Links Included in this document:
Page 3—Opening up America again
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/
page 6—Disinfecting Facility
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
page 7—Childcare Guidance Recommendations
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html
page 9—Ohio Department of Health
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home

Learn More About COGO Ministries
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