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Rev. Mark Kevin Richardson was born and raised in Akron, Ohio.
He is the son of Harrison and Josephine Richardson. He is a first-
generation Church of God member, and minister, having grown up
in the Catholic Church. He was educated in Akron through
graduation from Archbishop Hoban High School. He attended Mount
Union College, in Alliance, Ohio, graduating in 1979, with a
Bachelor of Arts in Accounting, with a minor in Communications. Upon graduation, he
worked for the IBM Corporation, from 1979 through 1983. While working in the computer
industry from 1985 through 1996, Rev. Richardson developed as a lay minister under the
pastoral leadership of Rev. Dr. Ronald J. Fowler in Akron. When his job required
relocation to Maryland, from 1989 through 1991, he continued to develop as a lay minister
under the pastoral leadership of Rev. Marc Farmer, of the Oakland Mills Church of God in
Columbia, MD. Upon his relocation back to Akron in 1992, he resumed his development
under Rev. Fowler. Rev, Richardson was ordained in 1994, at the Arlington Church of
God.

He came to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ under the ministry of Rev. Dr. Ronald J.
Fowler, of the Arlington Church of God, in Akron, Ohio, in 1981. He experienced the call
on his life for Pastoral Ministry in late 1983, and began the process of preparation for
ministry immediately. After a brief time of study at the Anderson University School of
Theology, Rev. Mark returned to Akron to develop in ministry while returning to work in
the computer industry for Digital Equipment Corporation.

In 1996 he answered the call to his first pastorate, the Lincoln Avenue Church of God in
Pittsburgh, PA, where he was the Senior Pastor until July 2002. From July 2002 until
September 2019, Rev. Richardson served as the founding Senior Pastor of the New Life
Church of God, in Pittsburgh, PA, a thriving congregation reaching into Pittsburgh and its
eastern suburbs. During his time in Western Pennsylvania, he served in the state ministry,
as a member and chair of the Credentialing Services Team, and as Team Leader of the
Church Health Team. Rev. Richardson also served as a member of the Ministries Council
of Western Pennsylvania Ministries. For nearly two years from June 2012 through January
2014, Rev. Richardson served as a Co-Director of Leadership Development and Church
Multiplication with Church of God Ministries in Anderson, IN, working for the General
Director of Church of God Ministries. From October 2016 through August 2019, Rev.
Richardson served as the Chair of the General Assembly of WPA Ministries of the Church
of God and Chair of the Ministries Council. Beginning in September 2019, and continuing
currently, Rev. Richardson is the State Pastor for the Church of God in Michigan. He
currently serves as the Secretary of the Trustee Board of the Servant Solutions Pension
Board of the Church of God. In addition, Rev. Richardson is a board member of the Church
of God Foundation and Chair of the Regional Pastors Association of the Church of God.

In September of 1984 he married the love of his life, Sharon, to whom he has been married
for nearly 40 years. They have two children whom they consider great blessings from God,
Anna and Joshua, and another great blessing in grandson, Akhil.



